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EXT. CASTLE - DAY

We see a fairy tale style castle from a middle distance.

NARRATOR 
Once upon a time there lived a 
princess who had everything any child 
could wish for --

We approach the castle. The door is ajar.

INT. CASTLE - DAY

Entering the castle, we move through the rooms, as though 
looking for the Princess.

NARRATOR 
But what she most liked to play with 
was her golden ball...

EXT. CASTLE - CONTINUOUS

We exit the castle through the back door, and see a 
golden ball being thrown in the air. Next we see it’s 
the Princess that has thrown it. She is running into the 
woods, oblivious to anything other than the ball.

EXT. WOODS - CONTINUOUS

We move through the trees until we reach a small lake. 
And sitting on top of a water lily is FROG.

He is actually lying back, relaxing, his arms under his 
head, sipping a drink with a straw.

And then, out of nowhere, WHOOSH, then SPLASH!!! 
Something massive goes into the water right next to him, 
creating big ripple waves that send him flying off the 
water lily and into the water.

When he comes up again, he sees the Princess, distraught 
and crying.

PRINCESS 
My ball!

Frog manages to get himself back on the water lily.
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FROG 
(grumpy) 

You ought to be more careful. That 
thing could have hit me!

PRINCESS 
It’s gone! What will I do?

FROG 
Get yourself a new one.

PRINCESS 
There is only one ball like that, in 
the whole kingdom.

He rolls his eyes and goes back to his previous 
position of lying on his back.

The sniffles persist. He opens one eye. The Princess 
hasn’t moved.

PRINCESS (CONT’D) 
I would give anything to get that 
ball back.

This interests Frog.

FROG 
Anything?

The Princess nods eagerly.

FROG (CONT’D) 
Absolutely anything.

PRINCESS 
Yes.

FROG 
Alright. If I get you the ball, will 
you be my friend?

The Princess looks surprised.

PRINCESS 
Yes!

Now it’s Frog’s turn to be surprised.

FROG 
You will?
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PRINCESS 
Why wouldn’t I?

FROG 
Well, because I’m a frog!

She shrugs her shoulders.

PRINCESS 
So what?

Frog smiles. And then he dives into the water.

Princess waits with bated breath. And waits. And waits 
some more.

She grows increasingly worried. Peering into the water, 
trying to see where Frog got to, she gets a slight 
fright when he finally resurfaces, with the ball in his 
hands.

Overjoyed, she claps.

PRINCESS (CONT’D) 
You found it! You found it! Oh, 
you’re my hero!

Frog beams and lets out a big burp. Which makes her 
laugh. He laughs with her.

She then starts to play with the ball again. And off she 
goes!? Frog looks downcast -- did she just trick him?

But then she looks back towards him.

PRINCESS (CONT’D) 
Well then, what are you waiting for? 
Let’s play!

Smiling, he leaps after her.

EXT. CASTLE - DAY

Princess points to the castle.

PRINCESS 
This is where I live.

She then beckons Frog to follow her; but he stops.
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FROG 
It’s okay, you don’t have to take me 
home.

PRINCESS 
But I want to show you where I live! 
And I want you to meet my friends.

Reluctantly, Frog hops on after her.

EXT. CASTLE, GARDEN - DAY

A few of Princess’s friends are playing bowling on 
the grass (boules). There is HUGO (9), ELIZA (6) and 
TIMOTHY (7).

Princess runs up to them happily. Frog lags behind.

PRINCESS 
You’ll never believe what happened! 
I was in the woods, and my ball fell 
in the water and then he got it for 
me!

She points behind her.

Her friends crane their necks, looking for this 
‘someone’, yet none of them see the frog on the lawn.

ELIZA 
He?

TIMOTHY 
I don’t see anyone!

Confused, Princess turns. Frog is still there. She 
walks back to him and lifts him into her hands.

PRINCESS 
This fellow here saved my ball.

Eliza takes an automatic step back, recoiling with 
distaste.

ELIZA 
Eugh!

HUGO 
(laughs) 

A frog?!



6Twisted Tales

PRINCESS 
Yes, Hugo, my new friend is a frog.

TIMOTHY 
Friend? How can you be friends with 
a frog?

Princess is becoming vexed with her friends.

PRINCESS 
Why wouldn’t I be? What have you got 
against frogs?

Silence. No one has a response to this right away. Then 
Hugo shrugs.

HUGO 
They’re green and slimy.

PRINCESS
 What nonsense, that’s like saying 
-- Hugo has two eyes and walks on 
two legs.

TIMOTHY 
Well, you can’t exactly play with a 
frog.

PRINCESS
 Course you can.

She turns to Frog.

PRINCESS (CONT’D) 
You want to bowl with us?

CUT TO:
EXT. CASTLE GARDEN - DAY

Everyone lines up to throw their ball. Even though it’s 
not the same size, Princess bowls with her golden ball.

When it’s Frog’s turn, he can just about lift the 
ball, but he doesn’t have the strength or the size to 
actually toss the ball sufficiently far.

When he throws it, the ball rolls just a few 
millimeters from him. Princess sees he is struggling 
with this game.
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PRINCESS 
Actually, I’m bored with bowling, 
why don’t we play something else?

ELIZA 
I know, let’s play catch!

PRINCESS 
Great!

But this doesn’t turn out too well, either:

Hugo takes it upon himself to catch the rest, and he 
mercilessly chases Frog, and then Timothy joins in 
too and it feels a bit like bullying -- the boys are 
enjoying the chase too much and it’s clear it’s not fun 
for poor Frog.

Princess once again intervenes.

PRINCESS (CONT’D) 
How about hide and seek instead?

HUGO 
Come on, this is loads of fun!

TIMOTHY 
Yeah, don’t be a spoil sport.

Then Frog hops into some tall grass that’s at the edge 
of the lawn and disappears from sight.

PRINCESS 
Frog? Froooog!!

She runs to where he was last seen but there is no sign 
of him. She steps into the tall grass, looking for him.

PRINCESS (CONT’D) 
Where are you?

Princess looks distressed.

HUGO 
I don’t see why you’re getting so 
worked up, I mean it’s just a frog!
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PRINCESS 
(angrily) 

That is not just a frog, that is my 
friend Frog!

Timothy and Eliza titter. This only makes Princess 
madder.

HUGO 
Come on, guys, it’s time to go home. 
It’s getting dark.

PRINCESS 
If you were real friends, you would 
help me look for Frog instead of 
making fun of him.

NANNY (O.S.) 
Princess! Dinner time!

Annoyed, she stomps off towards the castle.

INT. CASTLE DINING ROOM - EVENING

Princess listlessly picks at her food.

She is sitting at a loooong dining table, with her 
father the KING on one end and her mother the QUEEN on 
the other.

QUEEN 
Princess, darling, what’s the 
matter?

Princess does a deep sigh.

KING 
Did anything happen?

She moves the food around her plate with her fork.

PRINCESS 
I made a new friend today...

QUEEN 
Why, that is lovely, dear!

PRINCESS 
...and then I lost him.
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KING 
Lost him? How does one lose a 
friend?

PRINCESS 
We were playing with the others, but 
they weren’t very nice to him and so 
he ran off.

Beat.
PRINCESS (CONT’D) 

I looked for him everywhere but I 
couldn’t find him.

QUEEN 
He might come back, dear.

KING 
Yes. And when he does, invite him to 
dinner. 

PRINCESS 
(cheers up a bit) Really?

QUEEN 
Of course.

Her parents smile at her. She manages to smile back at 
them.

QUEEN (CONT’D) 
Now eat up, darling. Tomorrow is 
another day.

INT. CASTLE, PRINCESS’S BEDROOM - MORNING

Princess wakes up, stretches in her bed and then jumps 
out.

EXT. CASTLE - MORNING

Princess runs out of the castle and towards the woods.

EXT. WOODS - DAY

Princess reaches the same spot where she lost her 
golden ball (she still has it in her hands).
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And, sure enough, there is Frog, lying back on his 
water lily.

PRINCESS 
Frog!

Startled, Frog almost falls of the water lily.

PRINCESS (CONT’D) 
I’m sorry about yesterday.

FROG 
It’s OK. It’s not your fault.

PRINCESS 
No, it’s not OK.

FROG 
Look, you’re a princess and I’m a 
frog. We belong in different worlds.

PRINCESS 
I don’t care. I want to be your 
friend and that’s that.

Beat.

PRINCESS (CONT’D) 
Why don’t you come to dinner this 
evening? My parents would like to 
meet you.

Frog is surprised.

FROG 
They would?

She nods.

EXT. CASTLE - EVENING

Frog sits in front of the big castle door. It opens, 
revealing Princess.

PRINCESS 
Welcome to my home, Frog!
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INT. CASTLE DINING ROOM - CONTINUOUS
Princess enters the dining room. Frog is beside her. 
Her parents, seated in the same seats as before, stare. 
Aghast.

PRINCESS 
This is Frog.

FROG 
(clears his throat) 

Nice to meet you.

Alarmed, the Queen looks towards the King, who is the 
first to regain his composure.

KING 
(polite) 

Nice to meet you, too. Please, have 
a seat.

Frog hops onto the seat directly opposite Princess. But 
as this means he can’t see a thing or reach the table, 
he then does a second hop onto the table itself.

MONTAGE SEQUENCE

The food is being served -- one of the SERVANTS freezes 
when they see that a frog is sitting at the table! Or 
rather, on the table.

Thinking it’s a pest, they take the large bell-shaped 
lid from the food and slam it on top of FROG, trapping 
him!

Princess immediately intervenes, lifting the lid. Red-
faced, the servant disappears.

PRINCESS 
I’ll be right back!

She runs out, while her parents and Frog remain sitting 
in awkward silence.

A moment later Princess returns, carrying loads of 
cushions. She places them one on top of the other on 
the chair next to her.

PRINCESS (CONT’D) 
There, try sitting on this, Frog.
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He hops on the cushions, and smiles - it’s perfect!

Princess keeps smiling at Frog, while the Queen and the 
King keep exchanging concerned glances. Frog licks the 
soup.

And then he -- BURPS! Really loudly. And his eyes turn 
a little, it’s a whole ‘procedure’.

Princess’s parents are appalled but they pretend like 
nothing has happened. Princess bursts out laughing.

PRINCESS (CONT’D) 
Do it again! Do it again!

Frog does as he’s told -- he licks some more soup and 
then repeats the burp, only this time it’s even longer 
and louder!

Next, it’s time for the main course, roast chicken. 
Frog struggles to hold the chicken leg, so rather than 
hold it, he jumps on top of it and eats at it.

Princess is entertained by this novel way of eating 
that she doesn’t notice how dismayed her parents are at 
this behaviour.

But Frog looks up from his meat at one moment and sees 
their faces. Embarrassed, he steps off the chicken leg 
and sits back down on the cushions.

Dessert is brought out -- a cream lemon meringue pie. 
Frog tries to eat it, but only ends up having meringue 
stuck to his face. Delighted, Princess smears some 
meringue on her cheeks. They laugh at each other.

INT. CASTLE, DOOR - EVENING

Princess waves to Frog who is leaving.

FROG 
Thank you for a lovely evening, 
Princess.

PRINCESS 
I had so much fun! See you tomorrow, 
Frog!

He waves to her before hopping into the dark.
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Standing behind Princess, further back in the castle, 
are the King and Queen, who look bemused.

INT. PRINCESS’S BEDROOM - NIGHT

The King and Queen knock on her door and step in. 
Princess is already in bed, reading a book.

PRINCESS 
So, did you like Frog?

They exchange a glance and sit on her bed, each on one 
side.

QUEEN 
Sweetheart, why do you want to be 
friends with a frog?

PRINCESS 
Well, one - because I gave him my 
word I would be his friend. And two 
- because I like him.

The King caresses her hair.

KING 
Princess, there is a reason we only 
have animals as pets. We are too 
different to be friends.

PRINCESS 
But that is exactly why I like him! 
Because he is different from all my 
other friends! He is fun and honest 
and he helped me when I lost my 
ball. That’s a true friend.

She is getting worked up.

KING 
(with authority) 

Princess!

QUEEN 
Look, you can’t be friends with a 
frog, and that’s that.

KING 
You heard your mother.
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They both get up and leave the room.

Upset, Princess lies awake, two tears rolling down her 
cheeks.

INT. PRINCESS’S BEDROOM - MORNING

Looking miserable, Princess is in her nightgown, 
rolling her golden ball on the floor.

NANNY (O.S.) 
Princess? Princess! Breakfast is 
ready!

PRINCESS 
I’m not hungry!

LATER

The NANNY opens the bedroom door -- she is a buxom, 
middle- aged woman with a no-nonsense air.

NANNY 
You’re not going to spend the whole 
day in your room, are you? It’s 
lunchtime!

PRINCESS 
(sullenly) 

I said I’m not hungry.

NANNY 
Now, now, we shall have none of 
that. Come up, get dressed, there’s 
a good girl.

PRINCESS 
No.

The Nanny looks taken aback at this.

PRINCESS (CONT’D) 
I order you to leave.

NANNY 
(huffily) 

Very well then, suit yourself, young 
lady.



15Twisted Tales

And she leaves.

LATER

It’s evening time -- the sky outside is getting 
darker, but inside Princess’s room the scene hasn’t 
changed. Princess is still playing with her ball in her 
nightgown, with no interest of leaving her room.

She then hears something -- it sounds like something 
hit her window.

At first she just looks at the window, without showing 
much curiosity.

But then, when a louder splat is heard, she gets to her 
feet and looks out --

FROM HER POV

We see Frog under her window.

PRINCESS 
Frog!

FROG 
You didn’t come to the lake today.

She sighs.

PRINCESS 
I’m sorry. But I can’t be friends 
with you anymore.

FROG 
Why not?

PRINCESS 
My parents won’t let me.

Frog looks crushed. She is pretty devastated, too.

PRINCESS (CONT’D) 
I wish I could play with you...

Frog nods, sadly.

PRINCESS (CONT’D) 
You’re best off forgetting all about 
me and playing with your other 
friends, instead.
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FROG 
(with a sigh) 

I don’t have any friends.

PRINCESS 
How come?

FROG 
They’ve all turned their back on me.

PRINCESS 
But why?

FROG 
Bad luck, I suppose... You see once 
upon a time I was just like you, I 
was a prince who lived in a castle. 
But one day I accidentally got a 
witch angry and -- she turned me 
into a frog. Or at least that’s how 
I think it happened, I’m not sure, 
sometimes I wonder if I dreamed it 
all. But when I turned into a frog, 
none of my friends or family wanted 
to know me anymore.

PRINCESS 
You poor, poor thing! Isn’t there 
any way to undo the spell?

FROG 
I’ve heard that the kiss from a true 
love might release me... But I don’t 
know if that really works.

This makes Princess think.

PRINCESS 
Is that what you want?

Frog shrugs.

FROG 
It used to be. But you know, I’ve 
kind of got used to being a frog.

She nods. And then says decisively.
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PRINCESS 
Frog, you know what? Who cares about 
my parents or anyone else -- I’m 
going to be your friend.

FROG 
I don’t want you to get into trouble 
because of me.

PRINCESS 
No. They have no right telling me 
who I can or can’t be friends with.

And after she says this, she disappears from the window 
-- Frog looks on, confused. Where is she?

INT. CASTLE - STAIRCASE - CONTINUOUS

In her nightgown, Princess runs down the steps.

EXT. CASTLE - CONTINUOUS

She runs out of the castle and bounces up to Frog.

PRINCESS 
So, what would you like to do?

FROG 
Hang on -- your friends won’t like 
it if they see you with me.

PRINCESS 
Well, if they have a problem with me 
being friends with you, then that 
means they were not real friends in 
the first place, so it’s no great 
loss. I don’t want friends like that 
anyway.

FROG 
Okay, but what about your parents?

This does make Princess stop and think for a moment.

PRINCESS 
They’ll have to get used to it. And 
if they don’t, we’ll just have to 
move to a place where they don’t 
mind us being friends.
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She beams at him.

PRINCESS (CONT’D) 
Come on, then?

FROG 
(confused) 

What?

PRINCESS 
Are you ready?

FROG 
For what?

PRINCESS 
For the kiss, what else?!

FROG 
Kiss? Hang on, you want to kiss -- 
ME??

Princess nods eagerly.

Frog takes a discreet step back. Princess reacts almost 
instantly.

PRINCESS 
Wait -- you don’t want to kiss me?

FROG 
No, no, it’s not that. It’s just -- 
what if nothing happens? And I stay 
the same?

PRINCESS 
No biggie.

Frog nods to himself.

FROG 
Alright then.

He closes his eyes and puckers his lips.

Princess bends down and kisses him gently. She, too, 
closes her eyes. Then, she slowly opens her eyes again.

And finds herself staring into Frog’s froggy eyes. There 
has been no transformation!
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FROG (CONT’D) 
See?

But Princess doesn’t look in the slightest 
disappointed.

PRINCESS 
Can I tell you a secret? I’m 
actually glad you didn’t turn into a 
prince.

FROG 
(astounded) 

Glad???

PRINCESS 
Yes. You see, I didn't know if I 
would like you as a prince. Whereas 
I know I like you as a frog.

Frog is beyond happy.

FROG 
Well, I like me the way I am, too.

She picks him up in her hand.

PRINCESS 
Would you burp for me again, Frog?

He grants her her wish -- with a long, deep burp. She 
giggles.

FROG 
Now it’s your turn, your highness.

She tries but it’s a squeaky, silly-sounding burp. Frog 
shakes his head in mock admonishment.

FROG (CONT’D) 
We have much work ahead of us, young 
lady.

They laugh.

INT. CASTLE, DRAWING ROOM - EVENING

The King and Queen are playing cards beside the 
fireplace. They look up in surprise when Princess 
appears in the door.



20Twisted Tales

PRINCESS 
(impassioned) 

Frog is a kind and good hearted 
and funny friend. So how can you 
possibly say he’s no good for me? 
You have no right telling me who I 
can or can’t be friends with!

Her parents are too stunned to react. They just stare 
at her.

PRINCESS (CONT’D) 
Of all people I thought you would 
understand. You always said how 
people judged you, Daddy, for 
marrying Mummy instead of a 
princess.

KING 
But Mummy is not a frog!

PRINCESS 
So what, if she had been a frog, you 
wouldn’t have married her?

KING 
Of course not.

QUEEN 
Oh really? Well, that’s nice to 
hear!

The King looks at the Queen a little guiltily. She has 
now cocked her head, not impressed at all.

QUEEN (CONT’D) 
You know what, darling - you are 
right. And we were wrong. Isn’t that 
right, King?

He nods, still sheepish.

QUEEN (CONT’D) 
And your friend Frog is always 
welcome here.

KING 
(to his wife) 

I’m sorry dear.
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(then to Princess) 
And I’m sorry darling.

Princess runs to them and hugs them both. Then, she 
runs off.

PRINCESS 
See you later!

EXT. CASTLE

Princess runs and plays with Frog.

We slowly zoom up above them, leaving them to their 
laughter and play.

NARRATOR 
And so it was -- the two became 
the best of friends and were 
inseparable. And whenever they came 
across someone who didn’t like them 
being friends, they didn’t care. But 
every so often some of those people 
who at first thought that a Princess 
and a Frog should not be friends 
changed their mind. Which is how it 
is in life -- you can’t make others 
change. But you can help them change 
their views by setting an example.

Beat.

NARRATOR (CONT’D) 
Well, what are you still waiting 
for? It’s the end, go on, scoot!

FADE OUT.


